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The Satanic Bible was written by Anton LaVey in 1969. It is a collection of essays, observations and

basic Satanic rituals, and outlines LaVey's Satanic ideology. It contains the core principles of

LaVeyan Satanism and is considered the foundation of the philosophy and dogma that constitute

Satanism.
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_The Satanic Rituals_, like its 1969 predecessor _Satanic Bible_ [cf. my .com review], is most

accurately seen in the 1972 context of its creation: to supplement the _SB_'s Black Magical theory.

Just as the _SB_ grew out of a series of handouts provided to members of the 1968-70 Church, so

the _SR_ was originally a looseleaf collection of ritual texts restricted to its Priesthood during that

same period.The _SB_ contained three elementary *operative* Black Magical workings, but none of

the *illustrative* type that Anton LaVey felt equally significant. Illustrative rituals possess no

independent power; they are "mind mirrors", enabling the magician to see his will articulated and

displayed before him, so that he may adjust and refine it.In his introductory essay "Concerning the

Rituals", Anton further differentiates rituals and ceremonies: A *ritual* affects the practitioner; i.e. it

executes a "mind mirror" function. A *ceremony*, on the other hand, is merely a pageant or a play

for psychodramatic illustration of a favored belief or philosophy.The _SR_ is a book in three "layers".

The first is that of *literal truth*, which the book purports to be. The second is that of *deception*,

which much of the book actually is. The third layer is that of *underlying magical instruction*, which



transcends mundane conventions of truth and falsehood.A person who applies the principles in the

book by actually performing the rituals and ceremonies will discover that they *work*. Should he

discover the factual flaws in the essays and texts, he will be somewhat confused as to *why* they

work. Only then will he begin to realize the truth underlying the art and science of magic: that the

powers to create and to define are *functions of the will*.
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